Murray State's Digital Commons
Murray State University Collection

Newspapers

9-23-1998

The Murray State News, September 23, 1998
The Murray State News

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/msu_collection

Recommended Citation
The Murray State News, "The Murray State News, September 23, 1998" (1998). Murray State University
Collection. 1719.
https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/msu_collection/1719

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Newspapers at Murray State's Digital Commons.
It has been accepted for inclusion in Murray State University Collection by an authorized administrator of Murray
State's Digital Commons. For more information, please contact msu.digitalcommons@murraystate.edu.

•

THE MURRAY STATE
Special
Edition

September 23, 1998
Vol. 74, No. 5

•

Fire declared
arson; no
suspect yet
BY C.D. BRADLEY
5INioll STAff

w...

Lt. Dean Hayes, the Kentucky State Police's
lead investigator, said Fridays fire bas been
declared an arson based on evidence received
Tuesday from the state crime lab in Frankfort.
Hayes said the lab confirmed the presence of
accelerants. This finding caused the investigation of the death of Michael Minger to be reclassified as a homicide investigation.
He said Tuesday evening investigators are
still interviewing people from both within and
outside of Hester and will continue to do so.
"We'll keep going until we're sure we have the
right person,• he said. "We won't atop:
He said 'fuesday night there are no suspecta.
Murray Fire Chief Pat Scott said Monday
night it was obviously a suspicious fire.
"This was
a normal fire,. he said. ':The
damage produce4 exceeded what would come
from a normal carpet fire that extended into
the ceiling.•
Scott said it was nearly impossible for the fire
to h(pe burned lib it did without an accelerant
preeent.
Said Scott: •1 cannot prove this was an areon
fire because I don\ have the lab equipment, but
I do have the experience to say this was not a
normal everyday Ire."

rwt

'

Priddy Update
Michael W. Priddy. sophomore from Paducah, was downgraded to critical condition
from critical but stable late Monday at Vanderbilt Medical Center. As of th1s morning
he remaJns critical. Students may write
Priddy at Vanderbilt Medical Center. I 161
21st Ave. South. Nashville, Tenn., 37232.
Visit our website for continuing coverage of
the Hester tragedy.
www.thenews.ol"l
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Singing voice rings through
BY CHRISTINE HALL

Michael
Minger: The

NEWS EDITOR

When Katie Malone thinks
of Michael Minger, memories
of a summer choir trip to
Europe cross her mind.
"On the trip be lost his
tuxedo and he was really perplexed about what happened
to it," she said. "Then when
we were in Budapest· getting
ready to sing, he had forgotten to bring his tuxedo from
the hotel and I had to giv~
him directions. I was really
meticulous about the directions. Half an hour later, he
showed up in his tux, dripping with sweat. He gave me
a big hug and said all his life
he had never been able to follow directions, but he was
able to follow mine."
Minger, sophomore from
Niceville, Fla., died of smoke
inhalation from a fire Friday
on the fourth floor of Hester

sophomore
music major
from Niceville,
Fla. d1ed Friday
morning after a
fire In Hester
College.

College.
Malone, sophomore from
Owensboro, said she will
never forget Minger's incredible singing voice.
"I loved Michael's voice,"
she said. "It was fun to sit
next to him in choir and just
listen to it."
Minger and Malone bad
been in Europe over the summer with the University's
Concert Choir, and Malone
said Minger was always making her laugh.
"He was always laughing at
the strangest things, and he
would end up making me

Sixty-five
students
gathered at the Elizabeth
College Amphitheater
Monday afternoon to
pray for Murray State's
campus and specifically
for those involved in the
Hester fire.
Jennifer Gibson, president of the Baptist Student Union, opened the
prayer time by reading 2
Chronicles 7:14 from the
Bible.The scripture reads
..If my people, who are
called by my name, will
humble themselves and
seek my face and turn
from their wicked ways,
then will I hear from
heaven and will forgive
their sins and will heal
their land."
Leslie Shaw, worship
leader of the BSU, lead a
group prayer. She then
asked everyone to break
into small groups of five
or six and pray together
for more specific needs:
I t

" f

t

.
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you feel good about yourself,"
she said. "' didn't know him as
well as I would have liked,
though."
Nick Redfern, sophomore
from Owensboro, also knew
Minger from fall orientation.
"From meeting him in my
fall '0' group during the fall
semester of last year, and the
many nights of playing pingpong in the lobby of Regents, I ,
had the opportunity to find out
what a wonderful person he
was;
said. "He knew
how to have a good time and
was great to be around, but at
the same time, he was very
concerned about doing well in
school."
Redfern said he sends out
sympathy to Minger's parents
during this time.
"rm proud to say I knew him
as a friend," he said. "I only
wish the best for his family
throughout this drastic time of
their life."

Redfern

Community remembers Minger
BY

C.O.

BRADLEY

SENIOR StAFF WanER

People prayed for their
friends who lived in Hester, the people who volunteered to help and the
families of both Michael
Minger and Michael
Priddy.
Shaw saw a desperate
need for prayer in such a
painful time.
"I just know prayer
changes things," she
said. "God's power is
known
through
the
prayers ofHis people."
Gibson agreed with the
vision Shaw had.
"We, as Christians, are
placed here, on this campus, to meet not only the
physical needs of people,
but also the spiritual
ones. And prayer does
just that," she said.
Gibson closed in a
group prayer and then
read Isaiah 41:10, "So do
not fear for I am with
you; do not be dismayed,
for 1 am your God. I will
strengthen and help you;
I will uphold you with my
· .
righteous right hand."

BY KRISTIN HILL

thrilled," Almquist said.
Carla Wiggins, sophomore
from Paducah, knew Mjnger
from their fall orientation
group and said Minger had
moved from Regents College to
Hester because he did not feel
safe.
"He had his bicycle stolen
once and when his parents
bought hilll a new one the next
semester, that too was also
vandalized several times,"
Wiggins said. "His parents
wanted him to move and so he
moved to Hester for safety."
Wiggins said Minger was
very devoted in everything.
"He did everything at 100
percent," she said. "He had
been raised very well by his
parents and had impeccable
manners."
Leander Peters, sophomore
from Radcliff, said Minger had
a way of making his friends
feel special.
"He had a way of making

.

Students pray
for comfort
STAFF WRITER

laugh," Malone said. "One
day on the back of our bus in
Europe, he told us he had
written a rap song. We told
him to sing it and he and
Corey Crider and Alan Boerngen were making rap noises.
It was so funny."
Malone said Minger was a
little different than most.
"The people who didn't
know him werE; missing out
on a fun guy,,. she said.
Brad Almquist, director of
choral
activities,
said
Minger's personality reflected his love for singing.
"Michael was one of the
most gentle and kindest people and so unassuming and
polite," Almquist said. "He
adored opera and had a real
desire to perfonn it."
He said one of Minger's
favorite parts of the Europe
tour was being able to bear a
Mozart opera in Prague.
"He
was
absolutely

; .>,

Tears of sorrow were mixed
with the laughter of remembrance as St. John's Episcopal
Church filled to overflowing
Friday night for a memorial
service for Michael Minger, the
student killed in the Hester fire
Friday morning.
In her sermon, the Rev. Carolyn West recalled the first
time she beard of Minger, last
August.
"We've been sharing our
memories of Michael all day,"
she said. "A memory I have is
that he called a year ago and
said, •rm an Episcopalian and I
need a ride to church.' So we
gave him a ride, and he found a
ride every single Sunday."
West remembered Minger as
a faithful church member and
an upstanding young man.
"He was filled with joy and a
certain kind of innocence,"
West said. "You just had to
know him. He had a special
quality of innocence and joy
that made him stand out from
the crowd."
The Rev. Arnold Bush,
Minger's pastor at St. Jude's
Episcopal Church in Niceville,
·Fla., remembered him ·as 'an ·
•

- ·~· , •,;,

r ;
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enthusiastic young man.
"He had an excitement for
God, an excitement for life," he
said. "He was enthusiastic
about things. He was active in
youth programs. . He was
involved in the American Boys
Choir and a chorus group in
Pensacola, which is about 50
miles away.
"He was just a pleasure to be
around. He was an all-American boy that his parents and
church could be proud of. His
father said to me that he was
the perfect son."
Brad Almquist, director of
choral activities at the University, said knowing Michael and
the way he went about his
music was a pleasure.
"He had an absolute love and
commitment to music," he said.
"It was a genuine love. He didn't see it as a vehicle to glory. It
was an expression of his soul ...
It was wonderfully refreshing
to have that innocence in
approach.
"The world is less a place
without him," Almquist said.
Abby Terrett, sophomore
from Owensboro, attended St.
John's with Minger and took
part in .the service. She also
lives . in Hester in room 504,
directly abo \I&· wheM · the1fire
' .t
•
•
' ',·

..
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began.
"I was at a friend's bouse and
called my roommate at 1:30,
but she wasn't there," she said.
"I decided to stay with my
friend, and an beur and a half
later Hester went up in flames.
I still don't know where my
roommate is, I don't know how
my stuff is ... I kind of under·
stand the investigation, but fd
like to at least see my stuff."
She said taking part in a service for a friend just hours after
he died was hard on her.
"First, we had to figure out
what to do," Terrett said. "It
was confusing. I just can't
believe this happened."
Thny Goins, sophomore from
Louisville, also knew Minger
and took part in the service.
"We rode to church together
every Sunday," he said. "Being
in the service was hard on me.
I saw his parents come in, and
they were crying, and I couldn't
really look at them."
West also discussed in her
sermon the outpouring of compassion from students and the
town of Murray. One student at
the service served to illustrate
her point.
"I didn't know Michael," she
said. "But if it was me, I would
want people to come.": • .•
...

,.., ...,
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(left) Members of First Baptist C hurch assist residents
with retrievini their belongings. (above) A parent who
wished to remain unidenti·
fied waits for her daughter to
return.
Photos by Danny Vowell

Students given time
to retrieve belongings
BY jENNIFER 5ACHARNOSKI
EDITOR·IN.CHIEF

"When it rains it pours."
That was how Jeff Gyokeri
evaluated the situation Sunday afternoon while waiting
in line in Winslow Cafeteria
for his chance to retrieve
items from his Hester College
room. The late afternoon
flash flood seemed to reflect
the feelings of the approximately 200 Hester College
residents waiting their turn
to view their rooms.
"I want to see the room for
myself," Gyokeri said. "I will
feel a little more comfort in
seeing it for myself."
He said he could see his
curtains were black and he
fears the water damage done
to his third floor room .
- "It feels like I am in purgatory down here," he said.
Residents were given
garbage bags and 15 minutes
in their rooms to pack those
items they could carry. Residents living on t he fourth
floor were not permitted in
the building. Before the students were escorted to their
rooms, each was questioned
' by iiwestigat()rs.
Fourth floor 'resident ~erry

josh Hein, sophomore from Hen~e rson, and his fathe r, joe
H ein, wait for josh's turn to e nter Heste r College.

Philpott said he is still in opened at 2 p.m. Sunday, but
shock from the event, but the students arrived as early as 1
material things are not the p.m.
most important.
Lonma Key, mother ofHes"This is the second fire I've ter College resident Lori Key,
witnessed," he said. "When I felt she should have been
was in seventh grade, I allowed to help her daughter
watched my house burn. I retrieve her belongings.
"They're nervous about
guess it could be better, but it
could be a lot worse."
going," she said. "I don't
Philpott said his father think they should have to go
reminded him things are in by themselves."
replaceable, and he should be
Key said otherwise she is
more concerned with life. very impressed with the
Philpott said his car keys, his effort the University is
wallet and his money are still putting forth to accommodate
in his room.
the students.
Many parents came to
Faculty members escorted
Murray to assist their chil- students to their rooms and
dren's process. Although they helped students carry items
wer e not allowed to accompa- out of the college. Once out of
ny t heir ch ildren to t heir th e college, investigators
rooms, they waited in and sear ch.,d . . th e , st udents'
around. Wmslow during t he"· belongings. • • . •· , •
seven-hour proces~, . Doors · Joanna Kind, eighth floor

Robert Lochte, associate professor of joumallsm and mass
communications, escorts a resident of Hester College to
retrieve some of her belonslnp Sunday aftemoon.
resident, said she did not
Wendy Cardwell, sophothink any of her things were more from Madisonville, said
ruined from t he fire, but the she planned to take all she
room and floor smelled of can carry from her room.
smoke. Items she retrieved
"I do not think t hat 15 minfrom her room included toi- utes is time enough for us to
• letries, pictures, books and , pack up a year of our lives,"
clothes.
she said.

Hester
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Picking up the pieces: Stu
Caring Murray family
hosts fire victims
BY BRANDl WILLIAMS
COWCE LIFE EDITOR

Around 3 a.m. Friday morning Jean Bennett received a phone call from her daughter
saying she was all right but was being taken
to the hospital. In addition, a · group of girls
would be corning to her house to stay for days,
possibly weeks.
"She didn't mind at all taking us in," Jennifer Higginbotham, sophomore from St.
Louis, said.
Bennett, like many other people in the community, opened her home after the Hester College fire left almost 300 students without a
horne. Bennett is the mother ofKesia Bennett,
senior from Murray, who was treated for
smoke inhalation after the fire.
"At 6 a.m. Kesia called from the hospital
and let me know that someone had died, but
even then I didn't realize that she could have
died, too," Bennett said.
As Kesia and Rebecca Elliot, senior from
Henderson, were leaving to find shelter at
Keisa's home, they found Higginbotham lying
on a couch in Hart College and decided to take
her with them.
"Little did I know they would let me stay for
so long," Higginbotham said.
The Bennetts said several students at once
in the house is not uncommon.
"'n the past four years we have been coming
in and out of here pretty much as we pleased,"
Kesia Bennett said.
Jean Bennett said she was just happy she
was able to help out.
"They are like my college daughters," she
said. "I am just happy that they have a place
here."
Auld even though they have been in the
midst of this tragedy, Jean Bennett has continued to make these girls feel like a part of
the family.
"Saturday was Jennifer's birthday and
somehow this homeless orphan ended up with
Teresa Miller,
senior from
Greenville (fl oor)
and Je nnifer Hig·
ginbotham, sopho·
more from St.
Louis, study in t he
living room of the
hom e of their host
fam ily t he Ben·
ne tt's. The Bennetts' daughter,
Keisa, was treated
for smoke inhalation following th~
fi re

two birthday cakes," she said.
Although these girls were able to find a
household to be a part of, not all students
were so lucky. Many of the residents of Hester
have either been relocated to different dorms,
moved off-campus, are staying with friends or
have gone home. And there is no defmite
answer to when they might be able to go back
to Hester.
"Many of the people I talked to felt grateful
they now have places to stay, but it is still a
very temporary feeling." Kesia Bennett said.
"The ones who have been relocated into other
dorms said it was almost like they were freshmen again.
"The ones in Regents, White and Elizabeth
are having a hard time because they are get·
ting put back into dorms with no outside stairways and no windows that will open," Kesia
said, "I know I would feel better if I was in a
different dorm than those."
The girls also said going back to retrieve
their items from Hester was much different
than they had expected.
"I think we were all in awe that our rooms
were okay," Kesia Bennett said.
"I had a list but I was most worried about
my pet hermit crabs, but sui-e enough they
were survivors," Elliot said. "They were alive,
kicking and highly annoyed that they wer~
left alone for so long."
However, none of the three were apprehensive about going back into the charred dorm.
"I was glad," Elliot said. "I had no wallet
and no license. I think I was more upset Friday when they told us that we wouldn't be
able to get back in," Elliot said.
All in all, they said the community and the
University have been very supportive.
"The people in the community have really
wanted to help," Bennett said.
"The University has just been great. They
gave us books, pens, pencils and notebooks,"
Higginbotham said. "Housing has been great,
too."

Nick Buckman (left) and Jo hn Stant on relax on their sleeping bags in

Housing helps s·
BY BRANDl WILLIAMS
COLUCE LIFE EDITOR

After the fires in Hester College ceased,
the residents were faced with an even
tougher problem, where to live.
Out of 294 homeless students, 203 of
them have been relocated into different res·
idential colleges, 25 have decided to live off
campus and the rest are either staying at
home, with friends, a host family or are in
a temporary residential college where students are living three to a room.
Many students have mentioned how well
they thought Housing has handled this sit·
uation.
"Housing was very accommodating,"
Alaina Gall, freshman from Phoenix, said.
"I am from Arizona and I didn't want to
room with anyone I didn't know. Housing
set me up with one of my friends."
"After the fact, they have gone above and
beyond. Everyone in Murray and the surrounding areas have been amazing," Darral Diebold, junior from Elizabethtown,
said.
As of right now, the Housing office is
unsure when the students will be able to
move back into Hester, so until then some
· things have to be changed or modified.
'

~

..
"

Students who ha,
scholarships should
not be too greatly a
been relocated into ru
lege, their scholarshi
Also, the scholarship
moved off-campus a1
moving back into He
For those who have c
campus, scholarships
a case by case basis.
Refunds may be av
decide not to return t1
"If students make tl
campus then we will
prorate the housing
director of Ho1Jsing, s
For those who have
er residential college,
be a permanent move
"Some students ha'
want to stay for the
want to get back as
Hulick said.
"These are still Hes
she said. "Right now i
a meeting place for
They also still want
coming and intercolle
"Hester College is
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dents moving on after fire
College roommates
organize 'Hester
Refugee Camp'
B Y LORI BURLING
VIEWPOINT EDITOR

Danny Voweii/The News

the living room of the house they rented after Friday's fire in Hester.

tudents· relocate
1e received housing

ffected. If they have
1other residential colps will still be valid.
s of those who have
1d who still plan on
ster, will be honored.
lecided to remain offwill be dealt with on
ailable for those who

o Hester.
:1e decision to live offwork with them and
cost," Paula Hulick,
aid.
relocated into anoththis does not have to
•e in.dicated that they
semester, but most
soon as it is ready,"

J

ter college residents,"
bey are trying to find
their RCC meetings.
to be part of Homegiate teams."
their home and they

still want to be a part of it," Hulick said.
"When they let us back in, we will go
back," Cardwell said, "It is our home."
Students worried about insurance on
their belongings might want to check with
their homeowner's insurance.
"The University cannot purchase insurance for personal belongings," Hulick said.
"We have instructed students to check with
their homeowner's insurance and see what
it covers. Most homeowner's insurance wil1
cover it."
Because of the investigation, Hester College is still in the hands of the state police,
so there is no way of saying when students
will be able to get any more of their items.
"They·still have to release the building to
us before another trip can be made, but
that will still exclude the fourth floor,"
Hulick said. "There is no way of speculating when the fourth floor residents will be
able to go back in to get their things."
Since the fires, security has increased in
the residential colleges.
"Students believe that the extra security
is helping their comfort level," Hulick said.
Students also have no reason to worry
about their mail. Housing is in the process
of forwarding all mail to everyone's new
address!=!S.

Nick Buckman, sophomore from Louisville,
had no where to go as of Friday morning.
With luck from Sheriff Roger Dawson, Buckman and three other students, Gabe Kaelin,
Bob Barton and John Stanton were able to
find homes after Friday's tragedy at Hester
College.
Buckman, Kaelin, Barton and Stanton
were all residents of the second floor of Hester. By Friday afternoon, they realized they
needed to take control by themselves and
find a new place of dwelling. They, found a
home on Fanner Avenue for rent by Dawson.
It was then they decided to move in with no
electricity or water until the next day.
Sheriff Roger Dawson said, "I was originally renting the house for $700 a month, but to
help out the students, I lowered it to $600.
I'm doing my best to help these students."
Although the four men are the only people
who will be living at the house for the entire
semester, they are housing several other students who were among the blaze. Dave Blair,
from Illinoii, has been living there since the
fire, and they have also housed several others on different occasions.
"We've named this house the Hester
Refugee Home," Buckman said, sitting on his
only piece of furniture, a futon chair. "We're
wiling to help out any student of Hester until
they know where they will be put permanently. We don't have any furniture, but we
do have groceries and a roof over our heads."
Buckman wishes the circumstances were
different, but he is happy living in an apartment now. Buckman, Kaelin, Barton and
Stranton were all discussing the idea of an
apartment for the spring semester but had
no definite plans.
"I was worried about rent money at first,
but housing will be refunding us for the
weeks that we will not be living in the residential colleges and they may refund our
meal tickets as well," Buckman said. "We do
have to pay for the weeks we were living
there though."
Buckman's parents visited Sunday afternoon and were pleased by the housing situation. For the most part his parents were just
happy that he was safe, and that Murray
State had taken care of him.
. ...
Although Sunday ~fternoon Buckman was '

allowed to go to his room, he only had time to
grab a few things. He was given a trash bag
to fill and any other bags that were already
in his room he could take. Buckman said he
was able to grab most of his clothes, his book
bag, his wallet and checkbook and a few personal items.
"1 wasn't thinking about how the halls
would look when I went in, I just wanted to
get my things, but I was surprised nt how the
second noor didn't look bad at all," he said.
"It looked to me that there was not hardly
any damage at all, not even smoke or water
damage."
The four men have received help from
many organizations at Murray State and in
the community since the blaze. Buckman
received $95 from the Red Cross, $20 from
housing and Saturday the Baptist Student
Union donated $20 to the students for meals.
Kaelin and Stranton received the same, but
they only took $65 from the Red Cross
because they both had a pair of shoes to
wear, where as Buckman was left with none.
The guys have been pleased at how well
the University has been taking care of them.
They said all of their professors are being
very lenient about the situation. Blair had a
test scheduled for Monday morning, but his
professor allowed him to wait until 4 p.m. to
take the test.
Buckman said, "I was surprised that classes were not canceled Friday, but overall! feel
the Hester students are being taken care of.
This one incident would never scare me away
from Murray State. I love this campus.
Myself and my roommates owe a major
thank you to this university and community."
Although being homeless was scary, Buckman admits the scariest thing he ever saw
was the fire Friday morning. Not only was
the actual fire scary, but it was a shock to
know that someone would deliberately do
this to a community, which in Buckman and
Stanton's opinion Hester was a community.
"Hester College is one of the closest dorms
on campus," Buckman said. "Even if fm not
close to some of the residents, I know that
they are residents of Hester and speak to one
another. That morning when I saw rescue
squads, fire trucks and students hanging out
windows, J felt it was total chaos. I can
remember hugging residents just because we
knew that we were safe. It's a picture I'll
never forget."

Hester Tragedy
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Residents benefit from combined efforts
B"t DONALD LAWSON
AsSo!>lANT NEWS EDITOR

1' he Americon Red
Cross is one of the
groups helping with
relief efforts following
the Hester College fire
Friday morning that
resulted in the death of
Murray State student
Michael Minger.
Red Cross workers
set up on campus Friday evening assisting
Murray State housing
personnel with distributing personal items to
H( t~ter College res idents.
J ean Masthay, executive director of the Calloway County branch of
the Red Cross, has
been overf!eei ng the
efforts.
"We're helping the
residents of Hester
Hall that have lost
things either in the fire
or were unable to go in
and get things," Masthay said. "(We are)
helping them with
linens, bedding and
shoes if they came out
without shoes."
The Red Cross has
been giving out WalMart vouchers to stu-

dents ranging in value
from $30 to $55 for
such things as bedding,
clothing or shoe!'. The
Red Cross has also
been working with
other volunteer groups
in t.he relief effort.
'1'here is a lot of community agencies that
have been donating
clothing,"
Masthay
said. "We're just picking up what can't be
done that way. Housing
has been accepting
donations as well."
Red Cross workers
set up in front of the
housing office Friday,
but. Sunday's heavy
rains forced them to
move into the Hart College main lobby. Red
Cross Workers will be
set up there until Monday evening assisting
student.s in replacing
items.
Students
have
requested several different items from the
Red Cross, Masthay
said. No one thing has
been more common
than the next.
"Most people have
just needed a pair of
socks and underwear,"
she said. "A lot of linens

Danny Voweii/The News

Debbie Ellis (front) and Nicole Ellis, from Effingham, Ill., bring clothes and other Items to the Red Cross
Donation station set up in the housing office Saturday afternoon.

have been requested,
since students have
shifted to other dorm
rooms and there aren't
linens available."
The Red Cross has
been able to supply students with a number of

different items, but
some items must be
taken care of by other
means.
"We've had a lot of
requests for toiletries,"
Masthay said. "I've
been in contact with

the University and butions to this and any
Wal-Mart and some other disasters by conother agencies, so the tributing to the local
BSU and Wal-Mart . Red Cross chapter or
have been helping with by phoning 1-800those items."
HELP NOW. 'Jb contact
Anjftne wanting to the
local
chapter
help can make contri- phone 753-1421.

·Campus organizations puH together .to raise money
BY DONALD LAWSON
AS~ISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The Student Government
As!'lociation held a meeting
Friday night to discuss ways
to raise money for the victims
of the Hester College fire.
The Hester College Support
Fund will be made up of
funds raised by various campus organizations and fraternities and sororities.
Ideas mentioned at the
meeting included distributing buckets to local businesses, area car washes and a
massive all-Greek party with
profits going to the fund.
SGA President 'Jbdd Earwood was pleased at the
turnout and show of support.
"Murray State's students
have responded with compassion and concern for each
other in this time ~f need,•

Donald lawson/The News
Fred Sarile takes donations for Hester residents in front of
the Curris Center Friday. Sarlle set up the booth in cooperation with American Humanics.

Earwood said. "It is nice to
see everyone's willingness to
pitch in and work to help
each other. We hope that the
community and 'region . will.

help us to raise money to
assist the students of Hester
College."
Fund raising began Saturday at 10 a.m. with ''a " car

wash at Taco John's and Wal- . urday night, raising $260.
Mart in Murray. Canisters Alpha Tau Omega and Lambwere also placed at local da Chi Alpha fraternities also
banks and businesses. Stu- held a party on Tuesday
dents will be going door-to- evening. Pi Kappa Alpha Fradoor in all residential colleges ternity will hold a party for
asking for donations as well.
the relief fund tonight.
People in the surrounding
This week, efforts wiU be
made to collect money 'at sev- community are also doing
eral campus events, includ- their part in helping out the
ing the Murray State students of Hester College.
women's volleyball game and
Friday evening, Traxx, a
SGA
meetings.
Bucket Paducah dance club, will hold
brigades will be on campus a benefit for Hester College.
There is a $4 cover charge
looking for donations.
Efforts were also discussed and everyone 21 and over is
to raise money at Southeast welcome to come.
Missouri University and
The event kicks off at 8
Western Kentucky Universi- p.m. with auctions and door
prizes. All proceeds will go to
ty football games.
Several Greek organiza- the Hester College Relief
tions are raising funds for Fund. Area DJ Lazer Beam
Hester College through spon- will provide music for the
soring parties with proceeds evening.
goirtg to the fund. ' Sigma Pi
Traxx is located at 501
·FratemitY' held a party Sat- Louisiana Street in Paducah.
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Students cope with fire aftermath
department, agrees.
their invincible sense of safe''This is what we see when ty. They begin spotting danpeople experience traumatic gerous situations and start
Jen Evans, freshman from events," Duncan said. "They planning ahead for such disEvansville, Ind., is scared to tend to have stress-related asters, two positive results
death. She was sitting in her symptoms. They may not be of these apprehensions.
room in Clark College by able to get the fire out of
Duncan said the best way
herself Saturday and Sun- their mind."
to deal with these feelings is
day, her pants by the bed,
Duncan said it is complete- to talk about them to other
ready to go in case it hap- ly normal for students to see students, faculty or parents.
pened in Clark.
the smoky hallways or think Anyone who feels overEvans is not a Hester resi- about why they slept whelmed or those whose
dent. She is just another stu- through the alarm. Acting fears and apprehensions do
dent coping with the fire "spacy" or "zombie-like" is not fade away in a few weeks
early Friday morning.
another normal reaction. should talk to a professional.
Bill Allbritten, director of Students become so.stressed
The Counseling and Testthe Counseling and Testing that their bodies shut down. ing Center, in conjunction
Center, is concerned with
Although not as likely, with the Kentucky Commudealing with the whole these stress symptoms can nity Crisis Response Board,
gamut of needs of students. occur in students not direct- is providing informational
Students have every right to ly affected by the Hester fire, and support meetings relatbe apprehensive, he said.
Duncan said. Situations ing to the Hester College fire
Renee Duncan, assistant such as these can open stu- for members of the commuprofessor in the psychology dents' eyes and endanger nity.
BY DENISE HIGGINS

AsSOCIATE EDITOR

The meetings are for Hester residents specifically, but
not exclusively. They will be
offered tonight from 7 to 9
p.m. in the Ohio Room and
tomorrow from 6 to 8 p.m. in
the Tennessee Room, both on
the third floor of the Curris
Center.
Other students, as well as
faculty, staff and parents of
all students, are welcome to
attend these meetings. Information about availability
and relief supplies, as weU
as personal support services,
will be offered.
Another meeting for faculty and staff specifically, but
not · exclusively, v.:ill be
tomorrow from 6 to 8 p.m. in
Ordway Hall, Room 206.
In addition to these meetings, the Western Kentucky
•

Mental Health Association
will be available tO help students for at least the
remainder of the week.
The University also has
staff in the psychology
department and at Health
Services students can turn
to. Allbritten said the services on campus will be here
as long as the students are.
He knows these concerns
cannot be cured overnight.
"We can't make the Hester
fire go away," he said. "We
will work these concerns into
a manageable content.
"Our purpose is to be as
flexible as needed and meet
those needs as they surface,"
Allbritten said. "We will
meet those needs in the
future on their terms, not
ours."

Hester tragedy affects faculty members
By

DENISE HIGGINS

•
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

The word "gray" described the
mood in Winslow Cafeteria Sunday
morning.
Just inside the doors, the lines
stretched across the front of the
building. Students were waiting to
get processed. They had to interview
with the Kentucky State Police and
fill out forms.
"In light of what happened I think
the Kentucky State Police did what
they had-to do," Ross Meloan, director
of Career Services, said. "Although it
did slow the processing, they did it in
order to find the perpetrator."
Frank Julian, professor of political
science and criminal justice, said the
Kentucky State Police relaxed the
students.
"They had a public relations attitude about it," he said. "They were
polite, nice. The first interview took
20 to 30 minutes to complete, but
they hastened the process after sensing the ·students needed to get in
there.
"Parents
were
tremendously
patient when the students had to fill
out the forms and go through their
interviews," Julian said. "'n fact, I
wasn't sure if I was the parent, I
could have been that patient."
"Parents were very anxious for
their students," Paul Radke, director
of school relations, said. "They wanted answers, they wanted status
upda~s.,What they got w.~re bits and
pieces ·$lf i_nformation from ,students ··

and that worried them. Parents
wanted answers and they got them
from (Don) Robertson (vice president
of student affairs,) housing, state
police and public safety."
After waiting in line, some for nearly two hours, students finally were
escorted up the elevators to their
rooms.
"Students in particular didn't know
what to expect," Meloan said. "It was
not as bad as people were led to
believe. Friday night it was dark and
students only remembered all of the
smoke."
Even faculty and staff expected the
worst.
"1 expected the worse," Julian said.
"We were given face masks and
gloves which they didn't care if they
were ruined. You had a mental
image."

Julian said Paul Naberenzny, counselor and instructor for the Counseling and Testing Center, was the first
faculty member to come out of Hester.
He expected him to come out covered
in soot. But upon entering the building, he did not even need the mask.
"We were prepared for something
we didn't need and hopefully never
will,"Juliim said.
Meloan escorted female residents
up to their rooms on the fifth, seventh
and eighth floors of Hester. He saw
relief cross students' faces. One particular student had just laundered
much of her clothing before the fire
and was surprised to find it stiU
smelJ~Q like fabJ.]c.spftener..,'· , . • . •
~.~."Rel.ie(;. s!wek · and· sometixpes a -big

smile crossed their face," Julian snid.
"They really expected it to be worse
than it was.
"By the time I left., I felt much more
upbeat about the atmosphere for two
reasons," Julian said . "First of all,
they had their stuff. Secondly, their
personal belongings were in good
shape. I feel the school successfully
reached to the students in their time
of need."
Everyone interviewed agreed the
students were coping well under the
circumstances.
"These students need some structure and stability right now and
that's what Murray State and the
community is doing," Meloan said. "I
couldn't be more pleased that I am a
part of this when I see the community, strangers, donating hours of their
time, their clothes, their homes.
What has happened here is what
Murray State University is all about.
It never ceases to amaze me."
"'lb me, this is what small town
America is all about," Ron Cella, faculty head of Hester College, said. "If
this would have happened in a metropolitan area, you wouldn't have had
this response. The community treats
these students as family."
"Faculty and staff all viewed at
what happened in Hester as if our
own homes had burned down,"
Allbritten said. "We know this was
our students' homes, not just dorm
rooms. We treated this as if we were
burned out and not allowed to get our
o~n · things."
· · · ,_.- · •·
• Julian didn't hear. ~Sbout ' the fire

until moments before class began and
so he had no preconceived notion of

students not being there. He had
expected everyone to be in class.
He did not take attendance that day.
"1 asked every student if they needed
any help," Julian said.
Julian also asked if they needed his
pull to accommodate their situations,
but no one did. Everyone, as far as he
knows, has been very helpful and
understanding. He was prepared to
help the students.
Barbara Malinauskas, lecturer in
the speech, communication and tha.
atre department, had scheduled a quiz
for earlier this week. She was willing
to do whatever necessary to help the
students, even if that meant rescheduling the quiz. Two of the Hester residents in her COM 181 class showed up
prepared to take the quiz but asked to
leave early.
Bill Allbritten, director of the Counseling and 'Jesting Center, said these
students are a strong group of people.
"They (the students) are adults who
are very aware of responsibility and
they accept that responsibility," he
said. "Each was obviously willing to do
everything to make the best of the sit•
uation. They were both helped and
helpers."
This incident is unprecedented for
Allbritten and his staff and, so far, he
is impressed with the reaction.
"They (students and parents) were
willing to cooperate," Allbritten said.
'This will stick with me as one of the
most memorable· moments of my life'besides Friday morning."
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Fire safety questions
trouble community
BY CHRISTINE HALL
NEWS EDITOtt

Following the fire in
Hester College, questions
were raised concerning
whether the residential
colleges would be able to
handle another fire.
The Hester fire was contained to the fourth floor
and only damaged the
west hallway. The fire
also left smoke damage in
the east hallway, Pat
Scott, Murray Fire Chief,
said.
Steve Hill from the U.S.
Fire Administration said
the issue of fire deaths on
college campuses is an
area of concern.
"We are looking to
develop a new education
program that will be
available in the first ofthe
year to provide data for
universities," Hill said.
Hill said sprinkler systems are not always
required for dormitories.
"Sometimes the states
have codes that require
sprinklers in state buildings," he said. "If the
building was old enough,
it could have been built at

a time when sprinklers
were not required. Many
times the state does not
backup or put requirements on the buildings."
None of the residential
colleges currently have
sprinklers, but funding
for installing sprinkler
systems is being looked
. into. The price tag is estimated at approximately
$1.5 to $2 million.
Concern about the lack
of sprinklers is not the
only safety concerns on
campus, however.
ln January 1994, the
University worked with
the1 city fire department to
purchase a 105-foot aerial
truck which has the capability of reaching the top
floors of the high-rise residential colleges.
•
During the summer of
1995, though, the University removed the street
between Winslow Cafeteria and Hart College. This
does not give the truck
enough
maneuvering
space to reach a large
scale fire in Elizabeth College, Hart College or
Winslow.
Since the street was for-

merly used as a fire lane,
the grassy knolls present
problems for the truck if it
ever needed ~ reach a
stranded resident on the
upper floors of Hart or
Elizabeth colleges.
Dewey Yeatts, director
of facilities management,
told The Murray State
News in an article two
years ago the removal of
the street was not a problem because the fire
department would still
have access to the north
side of Hart College as
well as to Elizabeth College when special removable parking bollards are
taken out for fire truck
service.
He said one problem the
fire department might
have is the presence of
parked cars in the street
and fire lanes.
"Safety is cited as the
reason for the street's
removal and creates a
much safer environment,"
Yeatts said.
Neither Yeatts nor
Larry Anderson, assistant
director of environmental
Seth Dixo~VCuest
health and safety, could
lnvestiptors blocked the scene after the fire early Friday momln1.
be reached for comment.

Rescuers reflect on Friday morning's events
Although Crowder said he
has fought too many fires to
count, this was definitely the
The tragedy at Hester Col- largest and had the most reslege this past week was not cue attempts he has ever
just threatening and emo- done, he said. The only benetional to the students, but fit Friday morning was the
also to the firefighters who outside temperature was
fought the blaze.
cooler.
James Crowder, a firefight"Although this was a large
er and former Murray State fU"e, my adrenaline rush was
student, was one of the men high, and I just did my job,"
who put his life in danger to Crowder said. "I've been
save others. Crowder was off trained to react accordingly
duty at the time of the fire, to these sit~·ations and that is
but was called to the scene. all I could thcus on."
He was one of the first men to
When Crowder is on duty,
rescue an unconscious stu- his ass ignment is on the
dent from the hall .
tower truck, the one used in
"I brought two stude nts the fire Friday morning.
down from the building,"
Crowder has been fighting
Crowder said. "I simply fires for the past four years.
reacted to the situation and He said it was never his
did my best to get the stu- dream to be a fireman, but as
dents out as fast as I could."
he got older he decided this
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was for him.
According to Crowder, a
firefighter doesn't have time
to think about the life-threatening changes a fi~ can produce. He said he never had to
think of consequences until
the birth of his baby girl.
".It used to be the only person I was responsible for was
myself, but since Kayliash
Marieann was born five
months ago, it's been a little
harder," he said. "I not only
have to think about myself,
but now I have someone who
is dependent on me."
Murray City Fire Chief Pat
sCott views firefighters differently than others . Scott
sees firefighters as a certain
type of person . }'irefighters
have to be in good physical
health and their emotions
cannot·keep them from doing

their jobs. Many times the
scene a firefighter witnesses
is not pretty.
"1 once had a driver, and
after five years, it finally got
to the point that when he
heard the alarm he was physically sick," Scott said. "It can
be ;too much for a person at
times."
One firefighter is still seeking medical attention as the
result of Friday's fire.
"Dickey Walls, a city firefighter, has been ill since the
rescue," 8cott said. "Usually
any smoke inhalation signs
would be gone by now. It is
possible that he inhaled too
much carbon monoxide.
These are reasons why 1 get
angry at people who inten·
tionally start these fires
because it puts my men in
danger."

Scott said many firefighters do not realize how much
good they do for people. They
see it as just another job.
"These guys are brave," he
said. ..They are heroes.
"They're heroes because they
help the people of this community. These men stay with
their jobs because they love
it, not because of the money:"
Scott also facee the struggles of talking to victims'
families. Scott talked to
Minger's family Saturday
morning. Minger's parents,
sister and grandmother were
present.
"I let them know Michael
had not suffered," he said. "It
was a very hard thing to do
and I hope I never have to do
that again. Here again I hope
this person is caught and is
caught quickly," Scott said. .

